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H.E. Mr. Ahmed Hussein al-Sharaa
Presidential Palace, Damascus
Syrian Arab Republic

OPEN LETTER TO H.E. MR. AHMED AL-SHARAA ON SYRIA’S
FUTURE AND THE PLACE OF THE ARAMEAN CHRISTIANS

Sunday, 29 December 2024
Your Excellency,

On behalf of the World Council of Arameans (Syriacs), a world federation since 1983 and a UN-recognized
NGO since 1999, we extend our congratulations on your new leadership role and the historic responsibility
of guiding Syria into a future of unity, peace, stability, and prosperity.

The Arameans, one of the oldest indigenous peoples of Syria, have contributed over 3,000 years to its
cultural, spiritual, economic, and historical heritage. Our ancestors established thriving city-states in ancient
Aram, the historical name for Syria, including Damascus, Hamath (Hama), Beth Agusi (Aleppo), Arpad
(Tell Rifaat), and Gozan (Tell Halaf). These Aramean centers of governance, trade, and culture reflect our
enduring connection to this land and our profound commitment to Syria’s stability, wellbeing, and progress.

As Syria embarks on a new chapter, it faces immense challenges that affect all its citizens, including
the Aramean communities. For example, in Maaloula, one of the last bastions of Syria’s ancient Aramaic,
our community confronts threats that endanger its unique heritage. Similarly, the Arameans in Northeast
Syria under the administration of the YPG (SDF) aspire once again to a territorially united, administratively
cohesive, and militarily centralized Syria that guarantees their safety, equality and inclusion.

We join Your Excellency in advocating for the lifting of Western sanctions, which have brought unbearable
hardship to all Syrians. This is a pivotal step toward national recovery and unity. We also look forward to
working with you to foster a Syria that values its rich cultural mosaic. By preserving and promoting Syria’s
unique Aramean heritage, we can contribute to cultural and spiritual tourism that supports local economies
and highlights Syria’s historical significance on the world stage. The World Council of Arameans (Syriacs)
is eager to collaborate with your administration in achieving such shared goals.

Our shared history underscores our authenticity and contributions to Syria. Since the time of the
Rashidun Caliphate and the Umayyads in Damascus, our forefathers played a crucial role in transmitting
Mesopotamian, Persian, and Greek sciences, medicine, and philosophy to Arabs, helping to shape a golden
age of intellectual and cultural achievement. Today, the Arameans once again stand ready to contribute to
the rebuilding and unification of Syria, drawing inspiration from this legacy of collaboration and progress.

In this spirit, we respectfully request the opportunity to meet with Your Excellency in Damascus at your
carliest convenience to discuss how we can work together on a united and successful Syria. Arameans from
the diaspora and the homeland are ready to contribute to the inclusion, safety, and flourishing of all Syrians,
while safeguarding the cultural treasures that make Syria a unique beacon of civilization and coexistence.
As the new year approaches, we wish you and your administration continued wisdom, success, and
strength in guiding Syria toward a brighter future through this transformative time. May your leadership
bring lasting stability, blessings, and happiness to all Syrians under your guidance in the coming year.

Sincerely yours,
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Johny Messo
President
World Council of Arameans (Syriacs)

WWWw.wca.ngo.org P.O. Box 9544
info@wca-ngo.org 1006 GA Amsterdam, The Netherlands
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