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CHAPTER NINE 

OUTLOOK: ARAMEANS OUTSIDE OF SYRIA 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



Postscript: 

This paper by Martti Nissinen is limited to the Arameans in the Assyrian empire and the Assyrian 

heartland in what is today modern northern Iraq, during that period of course. Despite the fact, that 

the Aramean city-states were conquered and fully annexed into the Assyrian empire since 732 B.C.E. 

they became only Assyrianized in the sense of being citizens of “Mat Ashur” (the land of 

Ashur/Assyria) they were of course still aware of their Aramean ethnic identity and even outlived the 

fall of the Assyrian empire. This is confirmed by many assyriologists, for example Hayim Tadmor, 

Allan R. Millard, Albert Kirk Grayson, Ran Zadok. There is even evidence that the Arameans and their 

Aramaic language continued to exist long after this period in history until modern times, for example 

during the Seleucid era after the times of Alexander the Great, Posedonius of Apamea and many 

others testify about this. There are many other examples including the literature of the many Syriac 

church denominations in Edessan Aramaic (classical Syriac) testify about the traditional usage and 

traditional self-awareness of the Aramean and Aramaic names synonymously with the exonym 

Suryoyo/suryaya forward until modern times but the Aramean name started even in sources from 

the 4
th

 century AD, the Greek exonym Surioi in the form Suryoyo/Suryaya somewhere between 390s 

to the 5
th

 century AD as a starting point.  

Martti Nissinen left out the fact that the Arameans lived in Bit Kashiari (Modern Tur Abdin), 

Matiatu/e, Nasipinu (Nisibin/Nisibis modern Nusaybin), Bit Zammani (around Amid/Omid, modern 

Diyarbakir). This is evident in the “Hidden Pearl Vol. I – The Ancient Aramaic Heritage”  by Sebastian 

Brock and David Taylor, Witold Witakowski and Eva Witakowski with reference to sources; this is 

mentioned by Glenn M Schwarz,   Jeffrey Szuchman in his “Bit Zamani & Assyria”, Andre Dupont 

Sommer “Les Araméens” (also available in Swedish and Arabic, under the name Araméerna and al-

Aramiyun)  just to mention a few. At least five Assyrian kings if not more testify to Aramean presence 

there and that Assyrians waged battles against the Arameans there. Some of these facts are outside 

the scope of this paper but evident outside the field of Assyriology, where the field of expertise of 

Nissinen is limited to despite the fact that he wrote in his conclusion that the Arameans were fully 

assimilated into the Assyrian upper crust. What happened to the Arameans after the fall of the 

Assyrian empire centuries and millenniums into modern time is not answered by him. Nor were the 

Arameans outsiders from the Syrian Desert who migrated to the area between the Tigris and 

Euprates and west of the Euphrates but rather indigenous to that region. the earliest were not camel 

nomads as was claimed 30 years ago by scholars but new excavations testify to this besides it is 

anachronistic to claim that the earliest Arameans were camel nomads some of the later Arameans 

especially after the 800s BC and forward used camels but in general they lived on farming and sheep 

and goats and later of course established Arameans kingdoms and city-states. The Arameans were 

semi-nomadic. 


